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vanced sufficiently at least to demand extreme
watchfulness on the part of all American pro-
ducers of soap-lye or saponification glycerin.

In Europe certain oils are never expressed
from the seeds in which they are developed,
but are always obtained by solvent extraction,
the soya bean oil being an outstanding example.
Solvent, extraction methods are being developed
with rapidity, and new solvents are appearing
on the market with increasing frequency, It
is to be hoped that American operators of
crushing mills for all kinds of oil-bearing ma-
terials will not fail to see to it that their de-
preciation charges on their plant equipment
keep pace ; not only with the age of their equip-
ment, but with the collateral progress of in-
vention as well,

Mart Smith Protests Wood Qil Tariff

N A LETTER to the consumers of 'China
wood oil in this country H. Mart Smith,
president of the Oriental Oils Association,
urged an immediate protest against the pro-
posed tariff on this oil. In part Mr. Smith said:

“Various farm organizations, through their
Washington representatives, recently appeared
before the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee, asking that all vegetable oils be made duti-
able at certain specific rates, but not less than
45 per cent ad valorem. Included in this sched-
ule was China wood oil (otherwise known as
tung oil), on which they asked a duty of 5.9¢
per pound, but not less than 45 per cent ad
valorem, the highest rate asked on any vege-
table oil.

“Whether duties on vegetable oils that can
be used for edible purposes might help some
of our farmers, is a debatable question, but as
applied to China wood oil, there can be no
question but that it would be a distinct detri-
ment to the farmer as well as ta the many in-
dustries using China wood oil; not a single
farmer in the United States could get the
slightest benefit irom a duty imposed on this
oil for the following reasons:

“l. The oil is not produced commercially in
the United States and will not be for many
years to come. -The American Tung Oil Cor-
poration, which is interested in American
production, has so stated in its brief to the
House Ways and Means Committee and has
asked that China wood oil be retained on the
free list.

“2. There is no oil produced in the United
States which is in any way similar to China
wood oil, or that can be used as a real sub-
stitute for it.

“3. It is indispensable in the manufacture
of high grade varnishes in which about 30 per
cent of the American produced rosin is used.
Without China wood oil it would be impossible
to produce high grade varnishes with rosin.

“4. China wood oil cannot be used in the
manufacture of soap and it cannot be used
for edible purposes under any circumstances
as the oil itself is toxic,

“5. China wood oil does not compete even
remotely with any American farm product.
It has consistently sold at a price from 5c to
15c per pound higher than linseed oil and
irrespective of its price level, is used in in-
creasing volume year after year.

“There has not been a single reason ad-
vanced by the proponents of this duty on China
wood oil, how or why a duty on China wood
oil would in any way help the American
farmer.”

Editor’s Note: The new tariff as passed by the House
of Representatives provides for the maintenance of China
Wood oil on the free list, and it is to be hoped that the
Senate will not change this item.
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The Milani test for the purity of olive oil,
which depends on the decolorization of eosin,
is said to be non-specific for genuineness or
purity, because eosin is decolorized by weak
acids. Olive oils to which sufficient oleic acid
was added to make the acidity 4 per cent in
each case all gave a rose color with the Milani
reagent, which color vanished on heating.
Therefore some olive oils decolorize eosin not
because of a reaction with a substance that is
present in olive oil and not in other oils, but
because of their acidity. This is further con-
firmed by the fact that pure oleic acid decolor-
izes the Milani reagent. Ann. Chim. Applicata
18, 2979 (1928).

A proposed simplification in the refining of
edible oils offers to eliminate the washing step
by the addition of asbestos fiber to the oil,
(after settling the soap stock), and subsequent
filtration of the oil through a special filter-
press where the asbestos is deposited as a
paper-thin film, retaining all the remaining
impurities. Seifensieder-Ztg. 55, 4280 (1928).

Editor's Note:
known Baskerville process, which was patented in this coun-
try several years ago.

This is somewhat reminiscent of the well-

The Toledo Seed & Oil Company, Toledo,
Ohio, will extend its operations to include soya
bean crushing. No change in plant or equip-
ment is contemplated beyond the installation
of a machine to clean the beans.



